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Introduction
 
Scenic Byway Description and Location 
 
The Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway is a county road (Co. Hwy. 12) located in Cook County, 
Minnesota. Cook County encompasses the northeastern portion of the state, bordered on 
the north by Ontario, Canada and on the south by Lake Superior. The 56-mile-long scenic 
byway begins in the small town of Grand Marais, Minnesota on the shore of Lake 
Superior. The byway then ascends nearly 1,000 feet in elevation as it winds north over the 
ridge complex above town. Once over this ridge, the byway traverses in a northerly 
direction through thickly forested landscape. About 28 miles inland one reaches the 
beginning of scattered development in the “Trail Center” area. The byway then charts a 
westerly course through a narrow corridor, surrounded by the United States Forest Service 
(USFS)-administered Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), until it 
reaches its end at Saganaga Lake on the U.S./Canadian border. 

Figure 1: Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway Location 
 
Although pockets of private land exist within the byway corridor, the vast majority of land 
is public under federal and state administration by way of the USFS's Superior National 
Forest (SNF) and State of Minnesota’s Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR). 
While no timber extraction exists in the vast BWCAW, the rest of the surrounding public 
forestland is managed by both government agencies for timber harvest under sustained 
yield principles. Numerous resorts are scattered throughout the northwestern portion of the 
byway on some of the area's more scenic inland lakes. 


